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7™ INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ECONOMIC PHILOSOPHY

MARKET(S) AND DEMOCRACY

CALL FOR PAPERS

The 7% International Conference Economic Philosophy will be held in Reims on May 29t-31s,
2024. It is organized at the University of Reims Champagne-Ardenne by the REGARDS
economics and management research center. As in the 2023 edition, on the eve of the
conference (May 28%), a young scholars” workshop will be held.

This 7t edition of the conference will focus on the theme “Market(s) and Democracy”. All
contributions in economics and philosophy broadly conceived on this theme are especially
welcome. We also invite contributions on any other topic related to economic philosophy.
We are pleased to announce that the keynote speakers will be the professors Héléne
Landemore (Yale University) and Dani Rodrik (John F. Kennedy School, Harvard University).

Markets and democracy figure, at least in contemporary Western societies, as two of the most
significant collective decision procedures. Markets have been at least since the 19" century the
main device to allocate resources among members of society. Democracy as a general form of
political regime is the main procedure to allocate political power, produce public goods, and,
ultimately, choose public policies. Their articulation through a division of labor that aims to
promote economic and political openness, competition, and accountability is often presented
as a constitutive feature of “open access orders” as characterized by some economists and
political scientists.

This simple and general view about the importance and complementary of markets and
democracy hides however many interesting complexities. From an economic philosophy
perspective, it invites us to explore at least three general sets of considerations:

First, there is a widespread tendency among economists and political scientists to endorse the
analogy between markets and democracy. The analogy partly builds on notable attempts to
develop an economic analysis of democracy that identifies a “political market” where a
political supply meets a political demand. This approach studies the political market with the
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traditional economic tools of rational choice and game theory. At the analytical level, it is also
motivated by the observation that markets and democracy can be both interpreted as collective
decision procedures of their own. Though they significantly differ regarding their specific
mechanisms and objectives, they nonetheless share formal attributes that make them amenable
to an analysis in terms of collective choice rules. The appeal of the analogy also has more
normative roots. It builds in particular on the normative belief that both consumers and
citizens should be sovereign. Some critics have however argued that the market/democracy
analogy is not only misguided but has also had a detrimental performative effect by
reinforcing a conception of democracy where citizens behave as passive consumers.

Second, a long-enduring concern has been that far from being complementary, markets and
democracy are actually in conflict and that the development of the former ones is likely to
undermine the other. This concern has taken many shapes and has been pushed in different
directions. Libertarians for instance tend to regard democracy as an illegitimate substitute of
markets to allocate resources and make collective choices, even in the case of public goods. On
the other hand, many social scientists have entertained the idea that the development of
markets has weakened traditional norms but also the civic and political values that sustain
any healthy democracy. It is not uncommon to find a version of this thesis according to which
markets (e.g., financial markets) are stripping citizens of their legitimate right to collectively
decide their fate. This view of the relationship between markets and democracy is in striking
contrast with more optimistic accounts that single out their complementary as part of the
“inclusive institutions” that favor economic development.

Third, the prevalence of markets and democracy in contemporary Western societies echoes
Francis Fukuyama’s largely discussed thesis that the fall of the Soviet Union meant the
triumph of market-based capitalism and liberal democracies. More than thirty years after this
proclamation, economic and political developments urge us to reconsider the possibility that
neither markets nor democracy — at least in its liberal version — may be the ultimate social
institutions making it possible for us to live together. Amid the 2007-2009 financial crisis and
the rise of economic inequalities, there is growing discontent with the market-based economy
and the public policies that are promoting it. But this discontent is also directed toward
democracy, at least under its representative form. On the one hand, more and more citizens
are calling for more popular, direct, and inclusive forms of democracy. On the other hand,
polls suggest that, especially in Western European and North American countries, the support
for democratic values and institutions is weakening in favor of more authoritarian forms of
government. Finally, some indicators strongly suggest that the combination of market-based
economic and democratic political institutions characteristic of liberal democracies is losing
ground worldwide.

These three sets of considerations revolve around the same general twofold question of (i) the
distinctive nature of societies that rely on markets and democracy to make collective choices
and (ii) what makes these societies normatively appealing (or not). This question is broad and
can be explored from a large range of theoretical perspectives and empirical methods that are
constitutive of the diversity of approaches at the intersection of economics and philosophy.
We welcome in particular contributions about the relationship between markets and
democracy that use formal tools and models from the social sciences (game theory, social
choice theory, agent-based modeling, ...); that mobilize the history of ideas; that adopt an



interdisciplinary approach combining political or social philosophy with normative economics
or political economy; and that take a feminist perspective.

Contributions can therefore tackle a large range of themes, among which figures for instance:

- The contemporary relevance of “elitist” views of democracy (e.g., Schumpeter).

- The articulation between the “liberty of the moderns” and the “liberties of the ancient”
in market-based societies.

- The relevance of formal models and results from the social sciences (impossibility
theorems, aggregation theorems) to the study and justification of democracy.

- The relationship between economic liberties and civic/political liberties.
- The role of democratic values in economic development.

- The relevance of the account of populism as “illiberal” democracy.

- Markets and democracy in non-capitalist societies.

- The relationship between activities held outside the market (e.g., care work) with
democratic and market-based processes of allocation of political power and resources.

- The study of interdisciplinary ventures between economics and political sciences.
- The comparison of consumer sovereignty and citizen sovereignty.
- The place of deliberative democratic decision processes in a market economy.

- The issue of the consistency between markets and capitalism.

FULL SESSIONS SUBMISSION

We also invite submissions of full sessions on any topic falling into the scope of economics and
philosophy. A proposal should provide a title, a short (about 500 words) description of the
session, and a list of three contributions, indicating authors’ names, affiliations, and the title of
the contributions. Propositions of sessions should be submitted by email at 7philoeco@univ-
reims.fr. Each contribution should be submitted on the website of the conference. The full
session proposal and each of its contributions will be evaluated by the scientific committee.

The timeline for submission of full sessions and their contributions is the same as for simple
contributions.

A fair number of parallel sessions will be held in English, so that participants will
always have an open choice between sessions in English or in French. Part of the
staff will be bilingual.
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YOUNG SCHOLARS WORKSHOP

The young scholars” workshop will take place over a whole day (May 28th), including both
lectures by senior scholars and presentations by young scholars. Senior scholars will
participate not just as speakers but also as discussants. The intention is to foster extensive
debates among all participants and to foster the conditions for young scholars to make the
most of the conference.

Prospective participants must qualify as young scholars in a broad sense (Master students,
PhD candidates, Post-Docs, Junior professors, etc.). Partial funding for young scholars to
attend the workshop and the conference will be available.

An independent call for participation will be posted in the forthcoming months.

SUBMISSIONS (INCLUDING FULL SESSIONS)

Submissions of contributions and full sessions will be open from the beginning of September
until November 15, 2023. Submissions of contributions should take the form of a 1000-word
long abstract with 3-5 keywords. Submissions of full sessions should include a 500-word long
abstract as well as a list of three individual contributions. All contributions (including those
belonging to full sessions) should be submitted through the website of the conference. Full
sessions should be submitted at 7philoeco@univ-reims.fr. Submissions can be written either
in English or French.

SPECIAL ISSUES

Two calls for papers will be addressed and opened to the participants of the conference for
special issues of OEconomia — History, Methodology, Philosophy and the Journal of Economic
Methodology. More information will be communicated in due course on the website of the

conference.

ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE

APARICIO Aurane (University of Reims, REGARDS)

BADIEI Sina (University of Lausanne, Centre Walras Pareto)

CHIRAT Alexandre (University of Nanterre, EconomiX)

COLIN-JAEGER Nathanaél (University of Fribourg)

DELERUE Benoit (University of Reims, REGARDS)

GALLOIS Florence (University of Reims, REGARDS)

GHARBI Jean-Sébastien (University of Reims, REGARDS)

HEDOIN Cyril (University of Reims, REGARDS)

JULLIEN Dorian (University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, Centre d’Economie de la Sorbonne)
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LOVERA NIETO Nestor (Duke University)
OROZCO ESPINEL Camila (University of Reims, REGARDS)
TARRIT Fabien (University of Reims, REGARDS)

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

ALEXANDROVA Anna (Cambridge University, UK)

ANGNER Erik (Stockholm University, Sweden)

BAUJARD Antoinette (Jean Monnet University, Saint-Etienne, France)
BERTRAND Elodie (CNRS & ISJPS, University of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, France)
BINDER Constanze (Erasmus University Rotterdam)

BLANC Sandrine (INSEEC School of Business & Economics, Paris)
BOLDYREV Ivan (Radboud University Nijmegen, Netherlands)

BRISSET Nicolas (Cote d'Azur University, France)

BROOME John (University of Oxford, UK & Australian National University)
BURNAZOGLU Merve (Utrecht University, Netherlands)

CHERRIER Beatrice (CNRS, CREST and ENSAE-Ecole Polytechnique, France)
DAVIS John B. (Marquette University, USA & University of Amsterdam)
DESMARAIS-TREMBLAY Maxime (University of London)

DIETRICH Franz (Paris School of Economics & CNRS/CES, France)
DOLD Malte F. (Pomona College, US)

DOW Sheila (University of Stirling, UK)

FAVEREAU Judith (Lumiere University Lyon 2, France)

FEREY Samuel (University of Lorraine, France)

GILARDONE Muriel (University of Caen Normandy, France)
GRUNE-YANOFF Till (Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm)
GUALA Francesco (University of Milan, Italy)

HANDS Wade (University of Puget Sound, US)

HEILMANN Conrad (Erasmus University Rotterdam)

HERFELD Catherine (Leibniz University Hannover)

HEYDARI FARD Sahar (Ohio State University, US)

IGERSHEIM Herrade (University of Strasbourg)

KWARCINSKI Tomasz (Cracow University, Poland)

LECOUTEUX Guilhem (Cote d'Azur University, France)

LISCIANDRA Chiara (Utrecht University)

MALECKA Magdalena (Aarhus Institute of Advanced Studies, Denmark)
MARCHIONNI Caterina (University of Helsinki, Finland)

MARDELLAT Patrick (Sciences Po Lille, France)

MOSCATI Ivan (Insubria University, Italy)

PETIT Emmanuel (University of Bordeaux, France)

PICAVET Emmanuel (University of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne)

ROSS Don (University of Cape Town, South Africa)

SCHABAS Margaret (University of British Columbia, Canada)

SENT Esther-Mirjam (Radboud University, Netherlands)

TEIRA David (UNED, Spain)



THOMA Johanna (University of Bayreuth, Germany)
VERGARA FERNANDEZ Melissa (University of Groningen, Netherlands)
VROMEN Jack (Erasmus University Rotterdam)

VENUE

The conference will take place at the “Croix-Rouge” campus of the University of Reims
Champagne-Ardenne,
57 Rue Pierre Taittinger, 51100 Reims, France.

Additional information about the venue, fees, and social activities will be
communicated in course of the academic year through the website of the conference:
https://7philoeco.sciencesconf.org/

For questions and more information, please contact us at 7philoeco@univ-reims.fr
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